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1. Read the text from the Entomology Section of th e Natural History Museum of
Los Angeles County, published in 2004 on its web pa ge
(http://www.nhm.org/research/entomology/index.htm) and answer in English the
following questions

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 3, 2003 - A tropical "Brown Widow" spider, new to the Los Angeles area, has been
captured as part of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County’s ongoing Spider Survey. The live,
venomous spider, along with its egg sac containing up to 100 baby spiders, is currently on public display in
the Museum’s Insect Zoo.

Brian Brown, associate curator of entomology, said this spider has not been found previously in the Los
Angeles area. "The Brown Widow probably originated in Africa, but has been introduced into the tropics
almost worldwide," he said. According to Brown, one of the many ways the spider could have made it to
the Southland was through commercial imports of plants, flowers, food or furniture.

The Brown Widow is so rare to the Los Angeles area that this is the first one out of 3,000 spiders so far to
be collected as part of the Museum’s Spider Survey. The survey began last Spring to discover which types
of spiders are found in the greater Los Angeles basin. "This is the most unusual specimen we've found
through the survey so far," Brown said.

It was a 4th-grade student from Van Deene Elementary School in Torrance, while on a Honda Earth
Odyssey Program field trip run by the Museum, who discovered the spider.

The program is designed to introduce elementary school children to biodiversity and build environmental
awareness. The children had been briefed about spiders before the field trip onto the school grounds. The
student recognized the spider as being of particular interest and pointed it out to Beth Nordeen, a Museum
outreach educator.

"The spider was inside a rolled-up leaf of a Bird of Paradise plant on the school grounds," Nordeen said. "It
was in a tangled web along with an egg sac." Using a stick, she tugged on the web, until she was able to
place the spider and its egg sac into a plastic bottle with a cap. Nordeen added that you never want to
handle any spider with your bare hands.

The scientific name for the Brown Widow is Lactrodectus geometricus. There are about 30 described
widow species including Black Widows, Red Widows, and the Brown Widows - the Black Widow being the
most common of the widow family in the Los Angeles area. A Brown Widow spider can grow to one-and-a-
half inches long. It has an orange-to-yellow hourglass design on its underside, as opposed to the familiar
red hourglass design on the Black Widow.

"The good news is that Brown Widows are not as aggressive as the Black Widows. The bad news is that
they are twice as poisonous," Brown said. "Brown Widows will not attack if they are not bothered or made
to feel threatened." He added that a Brown Widow will more than likely "play possum" if confronted by a
potential enemy.

Most spiders in Southern California are unable to puncture human skin and if they do, their venom would
not be harmful to humans. There are three known species in Los Angeles that pose a threat to humans -
the Black Widow, Violin spider, and now the Brown Widow. The Violin spider, often misidentified as the
Brown Recluse, is a fast little spider measuring only a half-inch as an adult. In Southern California, it has
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been found in only a few areas of Los Angeles County and the Inland Empire. If bitten by any one of these
spiders, seek medical assistance.

1. What do you think the main idea of this article is?

2. Can you explain how the “Brown Widow” came to Los Angeles?

What does “to play possum" mean?
To pretend to be dead.

To attack and bite.

To make a spider web.

To make an egg sac.

oogoe

What should you do if you are bitten by a poisonous spider?

4. What is the aim of the survey?

W Universidad Nebrija ,




(Prueba de Admision 2005 - 2006 )

p

~/

2. Answer the following questions:

1. Who wrote Alice in wonderland?

2. How many states are in the United States of America?
0 50

0 45

O 48

3. Name a British actor

4. What are The Sun, The Independent and The Guardian?

Where is Loch Ness located?
Canada
England
Scotland

w Oggog9

Choose the correct idiom:

=

Our new shop has (have a very succesful beginning).

Sent it flying

Been a fly on the wall
Got off to a flying start
Taken the floor

ooono

N

The time has come for some (frank and honest conversation).

break even
straight talking
same old story
start from scratch

oood

3. There must be some (willingness to grant or allow a person something in return for being granted
something oneself) in discussions between trade unions and management.

[J out of the frying pan and into the fire

1 look a gift in the mouth

1 crying over spilt milk

] give and take

4. Don't be afraid of your new neighbor. Her (words are worse than her actions).

O horse is of a different color

W Universidad Nebrija ,




(Prueba de Admision 2005 - 2006 )

p

~/

tail is between her legs
cat has got her tongue
bark is worse than her bite

oo

Why are the following people famous?
James Joyce

Abraham Lincoln

William Wallace

Paul Mc Cartney

Martin Luther King

ogoooge

What are the following places famous for?
10, Downing Street, London

Times Square, New York

Sydney

Stonehenge, England

Graceland, Memphis

> OJooogoXN

. Escriba una redaccion en castellano de unas 200 palabras
aproximadamente sobre uno de los siguientes temas. Tenga en cuenta que se
valorara la coherencia del contenido y la forma de la expresion.

A.- ¢ Por qué crees que el inglés es la “lengua franca” para la comunicacion internacional?
B.- ¢, Qué opinas del fenébmeno de la “prensa rosa"?
C.- Joanne Kathleen Rowling , la autora de Harry Potter, fue galardonada con el Premio Principe de

Asturias de la Concordia 2003, ya que su obra, a juicio del jurado, "trasciende el ambito literario para
convertirse en un vinculo de unién entre continentes y generaciones”. ¢ Qué opinas de esta eleccién?
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