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1. COMPETENCIAS Y RESULTADOS DE APRENDIZAJE 
 

1. COMPETENCES AND LEARNING RESULTS 
 

1.1. Competences 

Basic competences 

CB1. Students must possess and understand the knowledge in an area of study that builds on 
the foundation of general secondary education and is typically at a level that, while supported by 
advanced textbooks, also includes some aspects that involve knowledge from the forefront of 
their field of study. 

 
CB2. Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional 
manner and possess the skills typically demonstrated through the development and defense of 
arguments and the resolution of problems within their area of study. 

 
CB3. Students must be able to communicate their conclusions—and the knowledge and ultimate 
reasons that support them—to specialized and non-specialized audiences in a clear and 
unambiguous manner. 
 
General competences 

 
CG1. The student must acquire up-to-date knowledge of international political, economic, and 
social relations. 

 
CG2. The student must be able to systematically understand complex concepts, relevant 
information, its context, and how to apply it to specific situations, taking into account how it affects 
the different actors and agents in each situation. 

 
CG3. The student must master advanced techniques that will allow them to obtain and analyze 
information, evaluate its relevance and validity, synthesize it, and adapt it to the context. 
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CG4. The student must be able to understand and deal with complex situations and arguments 
systematically and creatively, with critical judgment, with incomplete information, taking risks, making 
decisions, and communicating them to any type of audience. 

 
CG5. The student must be able to communicate correctly both orally and in writing, both in Spanish 
and in a second language, using the most up-to-date technology. 

 
CG6. The student must be able to act autonomously in evaluating sociopolitical events as well as foresee 
possible scenarios for the development of events. 

 
CG7. The student must be able to perform different roles within a team. 

 
CG8. The student must be able to recognize the need for change and must have the necessary skills to 
manage it. 

 
CG9. The student must be able to act autonomously within a framework of responsible freedom. 

 
CG10. The student must be able to add value to the organization through their creativity and 
participation. 
 
Specific Competences 
 
CE58. Ability to gain an in-depth understanding of current dynamics in international relations from the 
perspective of the European Union’s interlocutors. 
 
CE59. Ability to understand the European Union’s foreign policy decision-making process following the 
adoption of the Treaty of Lisbon. 
 
CE60. Ability to understand current tensions in international relations. 
 
CE61. Ability to understand the key international events that have shaped the current international status 
quo. 
 
CE62. Ability to understand the global economy from a geopolitical perspective. 
 
CE63. Ability to develop strategic thinking regarding international relations, taking into account current 
geopolitical interests. 
 
CE64. Ability to grasp the growing role of the BRICs (Brazil, Russia, India, and China) in the new world 
order. 
 
CE65. Ability to understand the integration process in Latin America and its incorporation into the 
international arena. 
 
CE66. Ability to analyze the role of non-state actors in various geopolitical areas. 
 
CE67. Ability to understand the evolution and future of U.S.–Latin American relations. 
 
CE68. Ability to analyze the evolution of political Islam and the challenges of democratic development 
in the Arab world. 
 
CE69. Ability to understand the specific issues within the Mediterranean context, as well as the relations 
between the EU and countries in North Africa and the Middle East. 
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CE70. Ability to analyze potential future geopolitical scenarios through the lens of international relations 
strategy and foresight. 
 
CE71. Ability to understand the evolution of China as an emerging power and its asymmetric strategy 
for international advancement. 
 
CE72. Ability to understand the evolution of India as an emerging power and its international strategy. 
 
CE73. Ability to analyze and interpret current international conflicts and alliances from multicultural 
perspectives. 

 
2. CONTENTS 

 
2.1. Requisites 
Students must have completed the modules on Advanced Analysis of the International Order and Global 
Economy 

 
2.2. Contents description 

This course will analyze international relations in the Mediterranean and North Africa. It will also examine 
key questions and debates concerning Islam as an influential factor in international relations. Topics to be 
covered include Islam as a cultural and political identity, repression and resistance in the Islamic world, the 
Palestinian conflict, and fundamentalism in international politics. Additionally, the relationship between 
religion and politics within the context of regional politics will be addressed. 
 

2.3. Detailed content 
 

 
Module 1  ·  State Authority and Regime Survival in the MENA 
Module 2  ·  Political Economy: Rent, Reform, and Development 
Module 3  ·  Identity, Religion, and Political Mobilisation 
Module 4  ·  External Powers and Regional Order 
Module 5  ·  Crisis, Conflict, and Fragile State 
 
 
2.4. Educational activities 
 

Theory: Lectures and seminars. Contemporary theories in the study and analysis of International 
Relations, their concepts, foundations, and methodological tools, as well as the main trends in 
interpretation and the most influential schools of thought, will be explained. 

Practical Work: Case study-based learning. Individual 

Work: Student group work. 
The student will create and present an original group project for the course that shows an example 
of advanced application of the methods and techniques developed in the course. 

 
3. EVALUATION PROCEDURE 

 
3.1. Grading procedure 

Final grades will be expressed numerically the following way: 0 - 

4,9 Fail (Suspenso) (SS) 
5,0 - 6,9 Pass (Aprobado) (AP) 
7,0 - 8,9 Notable (NT) 
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9,0 - 10 Excelent (Sobresaliente) (SB) 
‘Honours’ mention can be granted to students with grades equal or superior to 9,0. 

 
3.2. Evaluation criteria 

Ordinary call 

 
Activity Rate 

Attendance, participation, daily work 20% 

Individual or collective assignments 30% 

Final exam 50% 

 
Extraordinary call 

 
 

Activity Porcentaje 
Individual or collective assignments delivered at the ordinary call 30% 

Final exam 70% 

 

It is up to the teacher to receive and assess again the assignments in case these were not 
delivered originally or the students wants to improve the grade obtained at the ordinary call. 

 
 
3.3. Restrictions 
 

Minimal grade at the exam 
 

In order to be weighed with the other grades, it is necessary to tet at least 5 at the final exam. 
 
 

Attendance 
 

Any student missing over 25% of the clases with no justification could be deprived of the right to take the 
exam at the ordinary call 

 
Quality of writing 

 
Special attention will be paid to both presentation and content in written assignments and projects, as well 
as exams, particularly to grammar and spelling. Failure to meet the minimum acceptable standards may 
result in points being deducted from the assignment. 

 
3.4. Warning about plagiarism 
 

Antonio de Nebrija University does not tolerate plagiarism or copying under any circumstances. 
Plagiarism is considered the reproduction of paragraphs from texts other than the student's own work 
(from the Internet, books, articles, fellow students' work, etc.), when the original source is not cited. The 
use of quotations cannot be indiscriminate. Plagiarism is a crime. 

 
If this type of practice is detected, it will be considered a Serious Offense and the sanction provided 
for in the Student Regulations may be applied. 
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RECOMMENDED ONLINE SOURCES AND MEDIA 
Students are expected to follow these sources regularly throughout the course 
 
International Press and Analysis 
• Financial Times — www.ft.com 
• The Economist — www.economist.com 
• New York Times — www.nytimes.com 
• Washington Post — www.washingtonpost.com 
• BBC — www.bbc.co.uk 
• The Guardian — www.theguardian.com 
 
MENA-Specialist Media 
• Al-Jazeera English — english.aljazeera.net 
• Middle East Eye — www.middleeasteye.net 
• Orient XXI — orientxxi.info/en 
• Jadaliyya — www.jadaliyya.com 
• Middle East Research and Information Project (MERIP) — www.merip.org 
• Foreign Policy (Middle East) — foreignpolicy.com 
 
Israel-Palestine 
• Haaretz — www.haaretz.com 
• Electronic Intifada — www.electronicintifada.net 
• +972 Magazine — www.972mag.com 
• Jerusalem Media and Communication Centre — www.jmcc.org 
• Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research — www.pcpsr.org 
• The Israel Policy Forum — www.israelpolicyforum.org 
• The Alternative Information Center — www.alternativenews.org 
• The Jerusalem Post — www.jpost.com 
• The Forward — www.forward.com 
• Y-Net (Yediot Ahranot) — www.ynetnews.com 
 
Arab World Sources 
• al-Ahram Weekly (Egypt) — weekly.ahram.org.eg 
• Jordan Times — www.jordantimes.com 
• L’Orient Le Jour (Lebanon, French) — www.lorientlejour.com 
 
Policy and Research Institutions 
• Arab Human Development Report (UNDP) — www.arab-hdr.org 
• International Crisis Group — www.crisisgroup.org 
• European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR) — www.ecfr.eu 
• Carnegie Middle East Center — carnegie-mec.org 
• Chatham House Middle East Programme — www.chathamhouse.org 
• Brookings Doha Center — www.brookings.edu/center/brookings-doha-center 

 Dissidents Network — www.CyberDissidents.org 
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